SAP Solutions for Small Business
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SAP® BusinessObjects™ Edge BI,
Standard Package

Preferred Business Intelligence
Choice for Growing Companies

Executive Summary

Business Intelligence for Midsize Companies

SAP® BusinessObjects™ Edge Busi
ness Intelligence (BI) software is the
business intelligence choice for midsize
companies that want to improve busi
ness processes, discover new oppor
tunities, and get an advantage over the
competition. The software delivers
affordable functionality that addresses
BI requirements – from flexible ad hoc
query, reporting, and analysis, to dash
boards and visualization, to powerful
data quality and integration.
SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, stan
dard package, offers midsize compa
nies an extensive BI solution that helps
them transform the way they use in
formation to drive their business. The
software helps provide an intuitive BI
experience wherever and however you
work – from mobile devices and dash
boards to integration within Microsoft
Office. It offers many features,
including:
•	Flexible BI functions that you can
configure to your business
•	Secure, clear, and understandable
data
•	Adaptable deployment options for
faster time to value
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SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, standard package,
offers midsize companies an extensive BI solution
that helps them transform the way they use infor
mation to drive their business. The software helps
provide an intuitive BI experience wherever and
however you work – from mobile devices and dash
boards, to integration within Microsoft Office.

Flexible BI to Meet Your Business Needs
A Single, Affordable Package

SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, stan
dard package, lets you deploy and use
different business intelligence functions
to complement the way you do busi
ness. It’s available in a single, afford
able package – so you can address the
diverse needs of business users within
your company and across your external
value chain.

Live Data Access Within Microsoft
Office
Incorporating data into presentations,
spreadsheets, and documents often
is a time-consuming task – especially
when you need updates. With SAP
BusinessObjects Edge BI, standard
package, your users conveniently ac
cess and use live company data direct
ly, leveraging familiar tools like Micro
soft Office and Microsoft Office
SharePoint Server 2007 (see Figure 2).
Because the data is live, it’s instantly
updated while retaining all formatting
and calculations in the Microsoft Office
document. Plus, your information is
secure, so colleagues view only the
data they have the rights to access –
whether it’s inside the company firewall
or over an extranet deployment.

Figure 1: Access

to Data “Live” Within
a Web Browser

Ad Hoc Reporting, Query, and
Analysis for Business Users
With SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI,
standard package, your decision mak
ers can benefit from flexible ad hoc
reporting, query, and analysis via the
Web or offline – without relying on IT
(see Figure 1). Using an intuitive Web
interface, business users can access
company data that’s presented in
business-friendly terms, analyze it us
ing intuitive point-and-click functionality,
and format it to meet personalized
requirements. Your users have con
siderable flexibility in how they access,
format, and interact with their data on
line or offline. “Gut-feel” decisions
are replaced by accurate, fact-based
decisions.

Figure 2: Accessing and Refreshing Data “Live”
Within Microsoft Office

Comprehensive Analysis Functionality for Business Analysts
Business analysts spend a large
amount of time analyzing and exploring
information, requiring fast access to
large multidimensional data sources

and the creation of complex business
calculations. SAP BusinessObjects
Edge BI, standard package, gives
analysts a broad range of functions
for multidimensional data sets, helping
them to quickly answer business ques
tions and share their analysis and work
space with others (see Figure 3).

Figure 3: Complex Multidimensional Analysis

Interactive Dashboard Viewing for
Executives and Managers
For executives and managers, SAP
BusinessObjects Edge BI, standard
package, lets you deliver personalized
business dashboards and stunning
visualizations (see Figure 4). It has
intuitive point-and-click features, visual
sliders, and gauges to help business
users identify new opportunities and
challenges. What-if analysis lets man
agers proactively understand the im
pact of decisions before they are made,
potentially uncovering critical business
issues and opportunities. Users can
also present multiple kinds of BI con
tent in a single view to receive a quick
and consolidated look at your business
performance.
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Figure 4: V
 isual Models and Dashboards for Insight into Issues and Opportunities

Innovative Search and Exploration
Functionality

Content Delivery on a Wireless
Device

The Web-based search and exploration
tool in SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI
software allows novice and experi
enced users to find, navigate, and ana
lyze corporate data on the fly. Results
are displayed on interactive charts.
The charts are generated dynamically
to include the data most likely to inter
est the business user, and presented in
the chart type that makes the selected
data intuitive to analyze. When the user
filters the search parameters, the
graphical representation of the results
changes accordingly. You can export
results of the personal exploration view
either as an image or into other applica
tions to continue further calculations.
Business users can upload their own
Microsoft Excel spreadsheets as the
data providers.

SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, stan
dard package, helps organizations de
liver content over virtually any wireless
device. Business users can drill into
data and interact with reports and met
rics to take immediate action. You can
deploy the software quickly with no
additional servers and fully leverage
the underlying security of SAP
BusinessObjects Edge BI. Business
users can be notified when a new re
port has been scheduled or modified.
They can also define what types of
alerts they want to receive through
their mobile device.

The tag cloud feature enables your
business users to better visualize how
specific values contribute to a whole
picture. For example, the search results
can show the product lines attaining
the least and largest sales and revenue
by color and position in the cloud.
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High-Volume, Personalized Report
Publishing
Organizations using SAP
BusinessObjects Edge BI now can
publish personalized reports – such as
invoices, statements, and other market
ing materials – to the first 100 recipients
in a single publishing session. An addi
tional license is available for publishing
to more than 100 recipients. The soft
ware supports advanced report pub
lishing, also known as report bursting.

This functionality allows IT to create
multiple reports based on different data
sources and distribute them to a dy
namic list of recipients – all with a sin
gle action. The reports can be loaded
with data, personalized for each reci
pient, and combined into a single file,
such as a PDF file. Content can be op
tionally archived, printed, or e-mailed.
This helps you schedule reporting more
quickly and easily, and aids you in con
ducting more cost-effective one-on-one
marketing campaigns and other person
alized high-volume report runs.

Flexible Deployment to Leverage
Your Current Investments
SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, stan
dard package, is designed for flexible
deployment on a single server using
Linux or Microsoft Windows software.
Its open architecture leverages many
of the data sources, business applica
tions, and platforms you’ve already in
vested in. For example, if your develop
ment platform of choice is Java, our
solution includes a software develop
ment kit that allows you to customize
your system to meet your specific
needs. If your corporate portal is built
using Microsoft Office SharePoint
Server 2007, you can integrate BI from
SAP BusinessObjects solutions and
let business users view interactive BI
content within a single environment.
Regardless of which applications you
use today for customer relationship
management, enterprise resource plan
ning, financial planning, and other oper
ations, SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI,
standard package, offers flexibility to
help you leverage and extend these
investments.

Secure, Clear, Understandable Data
The Right Information at the Right Time

Information is useless unless you
can access and understand it. With
SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, your
business users don’t have to spend
time trying to understand the com

plexities of their data environment.
Your users are empowered with selfservice reporting and analysis based
on relevant, understandable information
(see Figure 5).

The software is available in a single, affordable
package – so you can address the diverse needs
of business users within your company and across
your external value chain.

Part of a successful BI strategy is
ensuring that the right users have
access to the right information
at the right time. We’ve built SAP
BusinessObjects Edge BI using a
proven intelligence platform that en
ables secure, managed information
access for users both inside and out
side your organization (see Figure 6).
Leveraging common security protocols
like Lightweight Directory Access
Protocol, Microsoft Active Directory,
Kerberos, and those provided in Micro
soft Windows NT, you can secure data
at the user, group, object, or even row
level. Your sensitive corporate informa
tion is protected yet accessible.

Figure 5: Data Presented to Users in BusinessFriendly Terms

Figure 6: Secure, Role-Based Access to the
Right Data and Functionality
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Business Intelligence Designed for Success
An Edge on the Competition

SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, stan
dard package, is designed to help you
achieve ongoing success. Use it to
leverage built-in system auditing func
tionality to optimize performance and
promote regulatory compliance. Our
solutions for midsize companies are
quickly becoming the preferred choice
for organizations seeking to improve
business processes, discover opportu
nities, and get an edge on the competi
tion. By using BI software from SAP,
you can gain insight into all aspects of
your operations for improved business
performance.
This version of SAP BusinessObjects
Edge BI supports the following languag
es: Chinese (simplified and traditional),
Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish,
French, German, Italian, Japanese,
Korean, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese,
Russian, Spanish, Swedish, and Thai.

For More Information
To learn more about SAP
BusinessObjects Edge BI,
standard package, visit our Web site
at www.sap.com/solutions
/sapbusinessobjects/sme
/edgeseries/edge-bi/index.epx.
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With SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, standard pack
age, your decision makers can benefit from flexible
ad hoc reporting, query, and analysis via the Web or
offline – without relying on IT.

SAP: Delivering IT-Powered
Business Innovation
SAP delivers products and services
that help accelerate business innova
tion for our customers. We believe that
doing so will unleash growth and create

solutions addressing the needs of small
businesses and midsize companies, to
suite offerings for global organizations.
SAP defines business software as
comprising enterprise resource plan
ning, business intelligence, and related
applications, such as supply chain

With SAP BusinessObjects Edge BI, standard package,
your users conveniently access and use live company
data directly, leveraging familiar tools like Microsoft
Office and Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007.007
significant new value – for our custom
ers, SAP, and ultimately, entire indus
tries and the economy at large. Today,
customers in more than 120 countries
run SAP applications – from distinct

management, customer relationship
management, product lifecycle man
agement, and supplier relationship
management.

Helping Companies Become
Best-Run Businesses
Our vision is for companies of all sizes
to become best-run businesses. In
today’s challenging business environ
ment, best-run companies have clarity
across all aspects of their business,
which allows them to act quickly with
increased insight, efficiency, and flexi
bility. By using SAP solutions, compa
nies of all sizes – including small busi
nesses and midsize companies – can
reduce costs, optimize performance,
and gain the insight and agility needed
to close the gap between strategy and
execution. To help our customers get
the most out of their IT investments so
that they can maximize their business
performance, our professionals deliver
the highest level of service and support.

Name of Author, Title/Function,
Company
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